














A Study of the Pragmatic Function of the Past Tense in English:
From the Perspective of Politeness.
HARADA, Yoriko
Abstract
 Recent research on the functions of the modality has been reconsidered with various grammatical concepts, 
such as the tense or the aspect. For instance, some studies apply the deictic function of the tense into the 
function of modality, using the scale of “remoteness”. The past tense sometimes expresses a polite attitude 
towards the hearer, such as “Would you help me?” That is, the temporal remoteness from the present time in the 
past tense is mapped onto the modality; the degree of probability of the prepositions. At the same time, 
politeness has been studied in sociolinguistics. Therefore, in this paper, I will explain how the politeness of the 
past tense is in the scale of “politeness” in sociolinguistics. I will first survey the modal meaning of the past 
tense. Then, I will compare the polite interpretation of the past tense with the concept of politeness in 
sociolinguistics to find out whether the two are related.  In conclusion, through this study, I will explore the 











　⑴　a. Will you send it to me?　




　⑵　Did you want me? 
















































　⑷　a. Can you help me?





　⑸　a. Excuse me, I want to ask you something.













































































る場面で、” You must have another sandwich.” は、一見、押しつけがましい発話にも聞こえるが、聞き
手の利益であると考えられる限り丁寧であるといえる。しかしこれがパーティーの片づけの最中の発
言であったり、サンドイッチが好きでない相手に対する発話である場合は、逆の意味になる。また、”















































　⑽　（=5）a. Excuse me, I want to ask you something.



















　⑾　（=1）a. Would you help me?



















　⑿　（=4）a. Can you help me?















































































Austin, J, 1962. How to Do Things with Words. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.
Brown, Penelope and Stephen C. Levinson, 1987. Politeness: Some universals in language usage. Cambridge 
University Press. 
Comrie, Bernard, 1985. Tense. Cambridge. Cambridge University Press
Dahl, Osten. 1983. “Temporal Distance.” Linguistics 21
Declerck.R, 1991. A Comprehensive Descriptive Grammar of English. Kaitakusha.
　　（安井稔（訳）『現代英文法総覧』開拓社 . 1994）
Durkheim D, 1915. The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life. (1912, English translation by Joseph Swain: 
1915) The Free Press.
Grice, P, 1975. “Logic in Conversation”. in Cole, P. and J. L. Morgan. (eds.), Syntax and Semantics 3: Speech 
Acts. Academic Press.
細江逸記 , 1973.『動詞時制の研究』篠崎書林
Iatridou, Sabine, 2000. “The grammatical Ingredients of counter factuality.” Linguistic Inquiry 31(2): 231-270.
Ide, Sachiko, 2012. “Roots of the Wakimae Aspect of Linguistic Politeness: Modal Expressions and Japanese 
Sense of Self”. Pragmaticizing Understanding, Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 121-138
井出祥子 , 2006『わきまえの語用論』 大修館書店 .
Jacobsen, Wesley, 2011. “The Interrelationship of Time and Realis in Japanese- in 　
　 Search of the Semantic Roots of Hypothetical Meaning.” 『国語研プロジェクトレビ
　ュー』国立国語研究所
小山亘 , 2008.『記号の系譜：社会記号論系言語人類学の射程』三元社 .
Langacker, W Ronald, 1991. Foundations of Cognitive Grammar, VolumeⅡ . Stanford University Press.
Leech, Geoffrey N, 1971. Meaning and the English Verb. Longman.




Leech & Jan Svartvik,1975. A Communicative Grammar of English. Longman
Levinson, S.C,1983. Pragmatics. Cambridge University Press.
Lyons, John, 1977. Semantics. Cambridge University Press
———. 1980. “Deixis and Modality” Sophia Linguistica. 12:77-117
Matsumoto, Y. 1988 “Reexamination of the Universality of Face”, Journal of　Pragmatics, 12.403-426
中右実 . 1994.『認知意味論の原理』大修館書店
Reihenbach, H, 1947. Elements of Symbolic Logic. Macmillan.
Swan, M, 2005. Practical English Usage. Oxford University Press
Searle, John, 1969. Speech acts: An essay in the philosophy of language. Cambridge University Press
Taylor, R John, 1989. Linguistic Categorization. Oxford University Press.
Traugott, E.C. 1989. “On the rise of epistemic meanings in English: An example of subjectification in semantic 
change.” Language, 65(1), 31- 55.
Vendler, Zeno, 1967. Linguistics in Philosophy. Cornell University Press.
−20−
ポライトネスから見た過去形が表わす丁寧さについて （原田　依子）
